
MARRIAGE, DIVORCE, REMARRIAGE POLICY BIBLE REFERENCES (NASB)

The following passages are referred to in the Denton Bible Church policy regarding marriage, divorce, and remarriage. They appear
in Bible order, not in the order they occur in the policy, since many passages are referred to repeatedly.

Genesis 1:28 (NASB)    And God blessed them; and God said to them,  “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and
rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”
Genesis 2:18 (NASB)    ¶ Then the LORD God said,  “It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for

him.”     19    And out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field and every bird of the sky, and brought them to the
man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called a living creature, that was its name.     20    And the man gave names
to all the cattle, and to the birds of the sky, and to every beast of the field, but for Adam there was not found a helper suitable for
him.     21    So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then He took one of his ribs, and closed up the
flesh at that place.     22    And the LORD God fashioned into a woman the rib which He had taken from the man, and brought her to
the man.     23    And the man said,  “This is now bone of my bones, And flesh of my flesh; She shall be called Woman, Because she
was taken out of Man.”     24    For this cause a man shall leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and they shall
become one flesh.

Exodus 20:14 (NASB)     “You shall not commit adultery.
Leviticus 20:10 (NASB)    ¶  ‘If there is a man who commits adultery with another man’s wife, one who commits adultery with his

friend’s wife, the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death.
Deuteronomy 5:18 (NASB)     ‘You shall not commit adultery.
Deuteronomy 6:1 (NASB)    ¶  “Now this is the commandment, the statutes and the judgments which the LORD your God has

commanded me to teach you, that you might do them in the land where you are going over to possess it,     2    so that you and your
son and your grandson might fear the LORD your God, to keep all His statutes and His commandments, which I command you, all
the days of your life, and that your days may be prolonged.     3     “O Israel, you should listen and be careful to do it, that it may be
well with you and that you may multiply greatly, just as the LORD, the God of your fathers, has promised you, in a land flowing
with milk and honey.     4     “Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one!     5     “And you shall love the LORD your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.     6     “And these words, which I am commanding you today, shall
be on your heart;     7    and you shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when
you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up.     8     “And you shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they
shall be as frontals on your forehead.     9     “And you shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.

Deuteronomy 24:1 (NASB)    ¶  “When a man takes a wife and marries her, and it happens that she finds no favor in his eyes because he
has found some indecency in her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out from his house,
2    and she leaves his house and goes and becomes another man’s wife,     3    and if the latter husband turns against her and writes her a
certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out of his house, or if the latter husband dies who took her to be his wife,
4    then her former husband who sent her away is not allowed to take her again to be his wife, since she has been defiled; for that is
an abomination before the LORD, and you shall not bring sin on the land which the LORD your God gives you as an inheritance.

Psalms 127:3 (NASB)    ¶ Behold, children are a gift of the LORD; The fruit of the womb is a reward.
Proverbs 2:16 (NASB)    To deliver you from the strange woman, From the adulteress who flatters with her words;     17    That leaves the

companion of her youth, And forgets the covenant of her God;     18    For her house sinks down to death, And her tracks lead to the
dead;

Proverbs 5:18 (NASB)    Let your fountain be blessed, And rejoice in the wife of your youth.     19    As a loving hind and a graceful doe,
Let her breasts satisfy you at all times; Be exhilarated always with her love.

Proverbs 14:26 (NASB)    In the fear of the LORD there is strong confidence, And his children will have refuge.
Isaiah 50:1 (NASB)    ¶ Thus says the LORD,  “Where is the certificate of divorce, By which I have sent your mother away? Or to

whom of My creditors did I sell you? Behold, you were sold for your iniquities, And for your transgressions your mother was sent
away.

Isaiah 54:6 (NASB)     “For the LORD has called you, Like a wife forsaken and grieved in spirit, Even like a wife of one’s youth when
she is rejected,” Says your God.     7     “For a brief moment I forsook you, But with great compassion I will gather you.

Jeremiah 3:8 (NASB)     “And I saw that for all the adulteries of faithless Israel, I had sent her away and given her a writ of divorce, yet
her treacherous sister Judah did not fear; but she went and was a harlot also.

Hosea 1:2 (NASB)    ¶ When the LORD first spoke through Hosea, the LORD said to Hosea,  “Go, take to yourself a wife of harlotry,
and have children of harlotry; for the land commits flagrant harlotry, forsaking the LORD.”

Hosea 3:1 (NASB)    ¶ Then the LORD said to me,  “Go again, love a woman who is loved by her husband, yet an adulteress, even as
the LORD loves the sons of Israel, though they turn to other gods and love raisin cakes.”     2    So I bought her for myself for fifteen
shekels of silver and a homer and a half of barley.     3    Then I said to her,  “You shall stay with me for many days. You shall not play
the harlot, nor shall you have a man; so I will also be toward you.”

Malachi 2:14 (NASB)     “Yet you say,  ‘For what reason?’ Because the LORD has been a witness between you and the wife of your
youth, against whom you have dealt treacherously, though she is your companion and your wife by covenant.     15     “But not one has
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done so who has a remnant of the Spirit. And what did that one do while he was seeking a godly offspring? Take heed then, to your
spirit, and let no one deal treacherously against the wife of your youth.     16     “For I hate divorce,” says the LORD, the God of Israel,
“and him who covers his garment with wrong,” says the LORD of hosts.  “So take heed to your spirit, that you do not deal
treacherously.”

Malachi 3:5 (NASB)     “Then I will draw near to you for judgment; and I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers and against the
adulterers and against those who swear falsely, and against those who oppress the wage earner in his wages, the widow and the
orphan, and those who turn aside the alien, and do not fear Me,” says the LORD of hosts.

Matthew 5:31 (NASB)    “And it was said,  ‘Whoever sends his wife away, let him give her a certificate of divorce’;     32    but I say to you
that everyone who divorces his wife, except for the cause of unchastity, makes her commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced
woman commits adultery.”

Matthew 6:14 (NASB)     “For if you forgive men for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.
Matthew 18:1 (NASB)    ¶ At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying,  “Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”     2    And

He called a child to Himself and set him before them,     3    and said,  “Truly I say to you, unless you are converted and become like
children, you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven.     4     “Whoever then humbles himself as this child, he is the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven.     5     “And whoever receives one such child in My name receives Me;     6    but whoever causes one of these little
ones who believe in Me to stumble, it is better for him that a heavy millstone be hung around his neck, and that he be drowned in
the depth of the sea.

Matthew 18:7 (NASB)    ¶  “Woe to the world because of its stumbling blocks! For it is inevitable that stumbling blocks come; but
woe to that man through whom the stumbling block comes!     8     “And if your hand or your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off and
throw it from you; it is better for you to enter life crippled or lame, than having two hands or two feet, to be cast into the eternal
fire.     9     “And if your eye causes you to stumble, pluck it out, and throw it from you. It is better for you to enter life with one eye,
than having two eyes, to be cast into the fiery hell.     10     “See that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to you, that
their angels in heaven continually behold the face of My Father who is in heaven.

Matthew 18:15 (NASB)    ¶  “And if your brother sins, go and reprove him in private; if he listens to you, you have won your brother.
16     “But if he does not listen to you, take one or two more with you, so that by the mouth of two or three witnesses every fact may
be confirmed.     17     “And if he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be
to you as a Gentile and a tax-gatherer.     18     “Truly I say to you, whatever you shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and
whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

Matthew 18:21 (NASB)    ¶ Then Peter came and said to Him,  “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up
to seven times?”     22    Jesus said to him,  “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.     23     “For this
reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a certain king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves.     24     “And when he
had begun to settle them, there was brought to him one who owed him ten thousand talents.     25     “But since he did not have the
means to repay, his lord commanded him to be sold, along with his wife and children and all that he had, and repayment to be made.
26     “The slave therefore falling down, prostrated himself before him, saying,  ‘Have patience with me, and I will repay you
everything.’     27     “And the lord of that slave felt compassion and released him and forgave him the debt.     28     “But that slave went
out and found one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and he seized him and began to choke him, saying,  ‘Pay
back what you owe.’     29     “So his fellow slave fell down and began to entreat him, saying,  ‘Have patience with me and I will repay
you.’     30     “He was unwilling however, but went and threw him in prison until he should pay back what was owed.     31     “So when
his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were deeply grieved and came and reported to their lord all that had happened.     32   
“Then summoning him, his lord said to him,  ‘You wicked slave, I forgave you all that debt because you entreated me.     33     ‘Should
you not also have had mercy on your fellow slave, even as I had mercy on you?’     34     “And his lord, moved with anger, handed him
over to the torturers until he should repay all that was owed him.     35     “So shall My heavenly Father also do to you, if each of you
does not forgive his brother from your heart.”

Matthew 19:6 (NASB)     “Consequently they are no longer two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let no man
separate.”

Matthew 19:9 (NASB)     “And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for immorality, and marries another woman commits
adultery.”

Mark 9:42 (NASB)     “And whoever causes one of these little ones who believe to stumble, it would be better for him if, with a heavy
millstone hung around his neck, he had been cast into the sea.     43     “And if your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better
for you to enter life crippled, than having your two hands, to go into hell, into the unquenchable fire,     44     [where their worm does
not die, and the fire is not quenched.]     45     “And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame,
than having your two feet, to be cast into hell,     46     [where their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.]     47     “And if your
eye causes you to stumble, cast it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye, than having two eyes, to be
cast into hell,     48    where their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.

Mark 10:8 (NASB)    and the two shall become one flesh; consequently they are no longer two, but one flesh.     9     “What therefore God
has joined together, let no man separate.”     10    And in the house the disciples began questioning Him about this again.     11    And He
said to them,  “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery against her;     12    and if she herself divorces
her husband and marries another man, she is committing adultery.”
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Mark 11:25 (NASB)     “And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone; so that your Father also who is

in heaven may forgive you your transgressions.
Luke 16:18 (NASB)     “Everyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery; and he who marries one who is divorced

from a husband commits adultery.
Luke 17:1 (NASB)    ¶ And He said to His disciples,  “It is inevitable that stumbling blocks should come, but woe to him through

whom they come!     2     “It would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck and he were thrown into the sea, than
that he should cause one of these little ones to stumble.     3     “Be on your guard! If your brother sins, rebuke him; and if he repents,
forgive him.

Romans 7:2 (NASB)    For the married woman is bound by law to her husband while he is living; but if her husband dies, she is released
from the law concerning the husband.     3    So then if, while her husband is living, she is joined to another man, she shall be called an
adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from the law, so that she is not an adulteress, though she is joined to another man.

1Corinthians 5:1 (NASB)    ¶ It is actually reported that there is immorality among you, and immorality of such a kind as does not exist
even among the Gentiles, that someone has his father’s wife.     2    And you have become arrogant, and have not mourned instead, in
order that the one who had done this deed might be removed from your midst.     3    For I, on my part, though absent in body but
present in spirit, have already judged him who has so committed this, as though I were present.     4    In the name of our Lord Jesus,
when you are assembled, and I with you in spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus,     5    I have decided to deliver such a one to Satan
for the destruction of his flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.

1Corinthians 5:9 (NASB)    I wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral people;     10    I did not at all mean with the immoral
people of this world, or with the covetous and swindlers, or with idolaters; for then you would have to go out of the world.     11    But
actually, I wrote to you not to associate with any so-called brother if he should be an immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or
a reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler — not even to eat with such a one.     12    For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Do you
not judge those who are within the church?     13    But those who are outside, God judges. Remove the wicked man from among
yourselves.

1Corinthians 6:12 (NASB)    ¶ All things are lawful for me, but not all things are profitable. All things are lawful for me, but I will not
be mastered by anything.     13    Food is for the stomach, and the stomach is for food; but God will do away with both of them. Yet
the body is not for immorality, but for the Lord; and the Lord is for the body.     14    Now God has not only raised the Lord, but will
also raise us up through His power.     15    Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take away the
members of Christ and make them members of a harlot? May it never be!     16    Or do you not know that the one who joins himself
to a harlot is one body with her? For He says,  “The two will become one flesh.”     17    But the one who joins himself to the Lord is
one spirit with Him.     18    Flee immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins
against his own body.     19    Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from
God, and that you are not your own?     20    For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.

1Corinthians 7:2 (NASB)    But because of immoralities, let each man have his own wife, and let each woman have her own husband.     3   
Let the husband fulfill his duty to his wife, and likewise also the wife to her husband.     4    The wife does not have authority over her
own body, but the husband does; and likewise also the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does.     5   
Stop depriving one another, except by agreement for a time that you may devote yourselves to prayer, and come together again lest
Satan tempt you because of your lack of self-control.

1Corinthians 7:10 (NASB)    But to the married I give instructions, not I, but the Lord, that the wife should not leave her husband    11   
(but if she does leave, let her remain unmarried, or else be reconciled to her husband), and that the husband should not send his wife
away.     12    But to the rest I say, not the Lord, that if any brother has a wife who is an unbeliever, and she consents to live with him,
let him not send her away.     13    And a woman who has an unbelieving husband, and he consents to live with her, let her not send her
husband away.

1Corinthians 7:15 (NASB)    Yet if the unbelieving one leaves, let him leave; the brother or the sister is not under bondage in such
cases, but God has called us to peace.

1Corinthians 7:27 (NASB)    Are you bound to a wife? Do not seek to be released. Are you released from a wife? Do not seek a wife.     28   
But if you should marry, you have not sinned; and if a virgin should marry, she has not sinned. Yet such will have trouble in this
life, and I am trying to spare you.

1Corinthians 7:39 (NASB)    ¶ A wife is bound as long as her husband lives; but if her husband is dead, she is free to be married to
whom she wishes, only in the Lord.

2Corinthians 2:5 (NASB)    ¶ But if any has caused sorrow, he has caused sorrow not to me, but in some degree — in order not to say
too much — to all of you.     6    Sufficient for such a one is this punishment which was inflicted by the majority,     7    so that on the
contrary you should rather forgive and comfort him, lest somehow such a one be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow.     8    Wherefore I
urge you to reaffirm your love for him.     9    For to this end also I wrote that I might put you to the test, whether you are obedient in
all things.     10    But whom you forgive anything, I forgive also; for indeed what I have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, I did it
for your sakes in the presence of Christ,     11    in order that no advantage be taken of us by Satan; for we are not ignorant of his
schemes.

2Corinthians 5:17 (NASB)    Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things
have come.
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2Corinthians 6:14 (NASB)    ¶ Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or

what fellowship has light with darkness?     15    Or what harmony has Christ with Belial, or what has a believer in common with an
unbeliever?

Ephesians 4:32 (NASB)    And be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.
Ephesians 5:22 (NASB)    Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord.     23    For the husband is the head of the wife, as

Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body.     24    But as the church is subject to Christ, so also
the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything.     25    Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave
Himself up for her;     26    that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word,     27    that He might
present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she should be holy and
blameless.     28    So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself;     29   
for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church,     30    because we are members
of His body.     31    For this cause a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the two shall become one
flesh.     32    This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church.     33    Nevertheless let each individual
among you also love his own wife even as himself; and let the wife see to it that she respect her husband.

Philippians 2:15 (NASB)    that you may prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of
a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world,

1Thessalonians 4:3 (NASB)    For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain from sexual immorality;     4    that
each of you know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor,     5    not in lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not
know God;     6    and that no man transgress and defraud his brother in the matter because the Lord is the avenger in all these things,
just as we also told you before and solemnly warned you.     7    For God has not called us for the purpose of impurity, but in
sanctification.     8    Consequently, he who rejects this is not rejecting man but the God who gives His Holy Spirit to you.

1Thessalonians 5:22 (NASB)    abstain from every form of evil.
1Timothy 3:1 (NASB)    ¶ It is a trustworthy statement: if any man aspires to the office of overseer, it is a fine work he desires to do.     2   

An overseer, then, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to teach,     3   
not addicted to wine or pugnacious, but gentle, uncontentious, free from the love of money.     4    He must be one who manages his
own household well, keeping his children under control with all dignity    5     (but if a man does not know how to manage his own
household, how will he take care of the church of God?);     6    and not a new convert, lest he become conceited and fall into the
condemnation incurred by the devil.     7    And he must have a good reputation with those outside the church, so that he may not fall
into reproach and the snare of the devil.     8    Deacons likewise must be men of dignity, not double-tongued, or addicted to much wine
or fond of sordid gain,     9    but holding to the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience.     10    And let these also first be tested; then
let them serve as deacons if they are beyond reproach.

1Timothy 3:12 (NASB)    Let deacons be husbands of only one wife, and good managers of their children and their own households.
1Timothy 5:2 (NASB)    the older women as mothers, and the younger women as sisters, in all purity.
1Timothy 5:14 (NASB)    Therefore, I want younger widows to get married, bear children, keep house, and give the enemy no occasion

for reproach;
Titus 1:6 (NASB)    namely, if any man be above reproach, the husband of one wife, having children who believe, not accused of

dissipation or rebellion.     7    For the overseer must be above reproach as God’s steward, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not
addicted to wine, not pugnacious, not fond of sordid gain,     8    but hospitable, loving what is good, sensible, just, devout, self-
controlled,     9    holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, that he may be able both to exhort in sound
doctrine and to refute those who contradict.

Titus 2:2 (NASB)    Older men are to be temperate, dignified, sensible, sound in faith, in love, in perseverance.     3    Older women likewise
are to be reverent in their behavior, not malicious gossips, nor enslaved to much wine, teaching what is good,     4    that they may
encourage the young women to love their husbands, to love their children,     5    to be sensible, pure, workers at home, kind, being
subject to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be dishonored.     6    Likewise urge the young men to be sensible;     7    in
all things show yourself to be an example of good deeds, with purity in doctrine, dignified,     8    sound in speech which is beyond
reproach, in order that the opponent may be put to shame, having nothing bad to say about us.

Hebrews 13:4 (NASB)    Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers
God will judge.

1Peter 3:1 (NASB)    ¶ In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that even if any of them are disobedient to
the word, they may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives,     2    as they observe your chaste and respectful behavior.

1John 1:9 (NASB)    If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

1John 2:1 (NASB)    ¶ My little children, I am writing these things to you that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an
Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous;


